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CARRICKFERGUS. 



Having- promised in our 15th number, to return at some 
future period to Carrickfergus, we now present the above 
representation of the North Gate, the only picturesque 
remnant of the external defences of this important bo- 
rough town. The Roman style of its architecture indi- 
cates the period of its erection in the reign of James the 
First, when the gothic or pointed style was laid aside. 
It was originally entered by a draw-bridge. A tradition 
goes concerning the archwav, that it will stand until a 
wise man become a member of the corporation. The 
satirical nature of the old saying, has perhaps caused it 
to be repeated and remembered, and either tends to 
prove, that the Carrickfergussians have very high ideas 
of the standard of wisdom, and that though certain- 
ly no fools, they have modesty enough to shrink from 
the assumption of pontive wisdom—or that perhaps, 
like other Irishmen, they ^ive appellations by con- 



traries, as we have heard a man in another district no- 
torious for his sagacity, universally called ** Paddy the 
fool." Be this as it may, the old arch still stands ; prov- 
ing, no doubt, that none of the present corporation are 
in any danger of being submitted to the usual ordeal of 
those counted as dealing in witchcraft and the black art. 
This train of thought leads us, as we have formerly no- 
ticed the political history of this town, to give an account, 
as occurring here, of the last trial for witchcraft that took 
place in Ireland, which is reported as follows by Mr. 
M*Skimin, the excellent and accurate historian of his na- 
tive town. 

"1711. March 31st, Janet Mean, of Braid-island ; Ja- 
net Latimer, Irish-quarter, Carrickfergus -, Janet Millar, 
Scotch-quarter, Carrickfergus ; Margaret Mitchel, Kil- 
root ; Catharine M*Calmond, Janet Liston, alias Seller. 
Elizabeth Seller, and Janet Carson, the four last from Is- 
land Magee, were tried here, in the County of Antrim 
court, for witchcraft. Their alleged crime was tormenting 
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a young woman called Marjr Dunbar, about eighteen 
years of age, at the house oi James Hattridg-e, Island 
Magee, and at other places to which she was removed. 
The circumstances sworn on the trial were as follow :— 

** The afflicted person being, in the month of February, 
1711, in the house of James Hattridge, Island Magee, 
(which had been for some time believed to be haunted by 
evil spirits) found an apron on the parlour floor, that had 
been missing some time, tied mthjive strange knots, which 
she loosened. On the following day she was suddenly 
seized with a violent pain iu her thigli, and afterwards fell 
into fits and ravings ; and on recovering, said slie was 
tormented by several women, whose dress and personal 
appearance she minutely described. Shortly after, she 
was again seized with the like fits ; and on recovering, she 
accused five other women of tormenting her, describing 
them also- The accused persons being brought from 
diiFerent parts of the country, she appeared to sutler ex- 
treme fear and additional torture, as they ajjproached the 
house. It was also deposed, that strange noises, as of 
whistling, scratching, &c. were heard in the house, and 
that a sulphurous smell was observed in the rooms ; that 
stones, turf, and the like, were thrown about the house, 
and the coverlets, &;c. frequently taken olf the beds, and 
made up in the shape of a corpse ; and that a 'bolster 
once walked out of a njora into the kitchen, with a night 
gown about it ! It likewise appeared in evidence, tlnit in 
some of her fits, three strong men were scarcely able to 
hold her in the bed ; that at times she vomited feathers, 
cotton yarn, pins, and buttons ; and that ou one occasion 
she slid off the bed, and was laid on the floor, as if sup- 
ported and drawn by an invisible power. The alllicted 
person was unable to give any evidence on the trial, being 
during that time dumb ; but had no violent lit during its 
continuance. 

" The evidence sworn upon this trial were, Rev. 

Skevington, Rev. WiUiam Ogilvie, William Fenton, John 
Smith, John Blaic, James Blythe, William Hartlej^ 
Charles Lennon, John Wilson, Hugh Wilson, Hiig'h 
Donaldson, James Hill, James Hattridge, Mrs. Hattridge, 
Rev. Patrick Adair, Rev. James Cobliam, Patrick Fer- 
guson, James Edmonston, and Jamison. 

*' In defence of the accused, it appearotl that they were 
mostly sober, industrious peojjle, who attended public 
worship, could repeat the Lord's prayer, and had boon 
known to pray both in public and private ; and that some 
of them had ktel}' received the cunmunuon. 

" Judge Upton charged the jury, and observed on the 
legukr attendance of the accused on jiublic wt)rship ; re- 
marking, that he thought it imi)robable that real wit.ciu;s 
could so far retain the form of religion, as to frocpient the 
religious worship of Godj both publicly and privately, 
which had been proved in favour of the accused. He 
concluded by giving his oj)inion, ' that the jury could not 
bring them in guilty, upon the sole testimony of the at- 
fiicted person's visionary images/ He was followed l)y 
Justice Macartney, who ditfered from him in oj)iniou, 
• and thought the jury might, from the evidence, bring 
them in guilty ;' which they accordingly did. 

'* This trial lasted from six o'clock iu the morning till 
two in the afternoon j and the prisoners wcrii sentciicod 
to be imprisoned twelve months, and to stand four times 
in the pillory in Carrickfergus. 

** Tradition says, that the people were much exaspe- 
rated against these unfortunate persons, who wore severe- 
ly pelted in the pillory, with boiled cabbage stalks, 
and the like, by which one of them had an eye beaten 
out" ^ 

The above curious recital proves to our satisfaction two 
points :— iirst, that the above-mentioned Judge Macart- 
ney might, on the strength of the tradition, have walked 
with perfect safety, at ail times of his leisure, under the 
north gate, and secondly, that the Carrickfergussians here- 
by exhibit their Caledonian origin — witchcraft and sorcery 
being much practised on the opposite coast, and both 
kmg and kirk havnig tlierc exhibited "full clearness" in 
spamng the interference of evil si)irits on the affairs of 
this world. In Ireland, as far as we know, there has not 
been, since the days of Alice Kettle, much ado about 
witches, though "^uch concerned, it is true, in the matter 



of ghosts, banshees, and good pcojjlc. But hi Scotland, 
even at the period of this curious trial in Carrickfergus^ 
witch-finding was still a propensity, and tlio lawyers, mi- 
nisters, and magistrates, could not refrain from dealing out 
their deserts on those suspected of the black art, as is shown 
as follows, in that interesting work of th(i hite Sir Walter 
Scott, " Letters on Dcmonology and Witchcraft " 

" Sir John Clerk, a scholar and an antitpmr^', tin:; grand- 
father of the late celebrated Jolm Clerk, ot* Eldin, had 
the honour to be amongst the lirat tt> (hicline luling as a 
commissioner on the trial of a witch, to which he was ap. 
pointed so early as 1078, alleging dryly, that he did not 
feel himself warlock (that is, conjurer) suiUcient to be a 
judge upon such an inquisition. Allan Ramsay, his friend, 
and who must be supposed to speak the sense of his many 
respectable patrons, had delivered his opinion on the sub- 
ject in the " Gentle Shepherd," where; Mausers inuiginary 
witchcraft constitutes the machin(ny of the ])oem. 

" Yet these dawnings of sense and humanity were ob- 
scured by the clouds of the ancient superstition on more 
than one distinguished occasion. In 1070, Sir George 
Maxwell, of Pollock, apparently a man of melancholic 
and valetudinary habits, behoved himst^lf bewitched to 
death by six witches, one man and live women, who were 
leagued for the purpose of tormenting a clay image made 
in his likeness. The chief evidence on the subject was a 
vagabond girl, pretending to be deaf and dumb. But as 
her imposture was afterwards discovenid, and hers(;lf pun- 
ished, it is reasonably to \ni concluded that she Inul her- 
self formed the picture or imag<i of Sir Georgii, and luul 
hid it, whore it was afterwards ftumd, iu cons<Mpi(mco of 
her own information. In the moantiuic fivo of the accused 
were executed, and the sixth only escaped on account of 
extreme youth. 

" A still more remarkable case occurred at Paisley, in 
1G97, where a young girl, about elevon ytjurn of age, 
daughter of John Shaw, of Burgarran, wits the princii)al 
evidence. This unlucky damsel, b(;ginning her practices 
out of a quarrel with a maid-scrvuut, continued to imitate 
a case of possession so accurately, that no hfss than twen- 
ty persons were condenmed upon her cvidcnci^ of whom 
five were executed, besides ono. John K(;(*d, who hanged 
himself in prison, or, as was <;harlial)ly said, was Htnuigled 
by the devil in person, lest Iu; should mala^ dis(dosures to 
the detriment ot the sorvicK?. But <'vcn thoH(j who believ- 
ed in witchcraft were now beginning to oj)en their eyes to 
the<Iangcrs iuthc i)rosent mode of prosecution. ** I own** 
says tho Rev. Mr, Bell, in his MS. Treatise on Witch- 
craft, " there has btum nuu'h harm donii to worthy and 
innocent jicrsons hi the commuu wny uf finding out 
witchc:-!, and iu the means uuulc uh<'. of lor promoting the 
iiiscovcry of such wretches, and bringing i\u*m to justice; 
so that olkuitimes old age, povt^rty, Icaturcs, and ill fame, 
with such like grounds not worthy to bo reprcHoiitod to a 
magistrate, have yet moved many to suspect and dc/iune 
their neighbours, to the unspeakable prejudice of Chris- 
tian chanty ; a late instance whereof we had in the wcat, 
in the business of the sorceries exercised upon the Laird 
of Bargarran's daughter, anno 1U07, a time when persons 
of more goodness and esteem than nu)st of their calumni- 
ators were defamed for witches, ftjad which was occasion tul 
mostly by the foTwardneas and absurd credulity of divert^ 
otherwise worthy ministers of the gospel, and some top- 
ping nrofossora in and about the city of Glasgow." 

** Those who doubted of the sense of the law, or reason- 
ableness of the practice^ in such cases, In.'gau to take 
courage, and state their obj(xtions boldly. In i\u\ year 
1704, a frightful instance of popular bigotry occiirred at 
Pittenweem. A strolling vagabond, wlu) allccted fits, laid 
an accusation of witchcraft tiguinst two women, wJio were 
accordingly seized on, and imprisoned with tlie usual se- 
verities. One of the unhapi)y creatures, Janet Corxifoot 
by name, escaped from prison, but was unhujipily caught 
and brought back to Putenwecmj where she tell into the 
hands of a ferocious mob, consisting of rude seamen and 
fishers. The magistrates nuulc no attempts for her reacue, 
and the crowd exercised tlieir brutal pkaaure on the 
poor old woman, pelted her with stones, swung her sus- 
pended on a rope betwixt a ship and the shore, and finally 
ended her miserable existence by throwing a door over 
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hcv as alio lay exliaustcd on the beach; and heaping" stones 
. upon it till hIk; was pressed to death. As even the exist- 
iii^rlaws afjainst \vi tch craft woro transgressed by this bru- 
' tairiot, a warni^ attack wus made upon the magistrates 
and ininist(!rs of the town, by those who were shocked at 
' a triige<ly <»t* such a liorrible cast. There were ausNvers 
published, in wlu(^h the parties asaailcd were zealously de- 
, fended. Thu sup(.'rior authorities were expected to take 
\ up the affair, but it^^so happened, (lurin{^ the general dis- 
I traction of the country cuncorning the Union, that the 
ninmier w(Uit without the invcistijj^alion wliich a crime so 
horrid denuindeil, yiill^ however, it was something- gain- 
ed that the crticlty was exposed to the public. The voice 
of [i;enend opinion wan now apjjcaled to, and, in the long 
run, th(! sontinuints wiiich it advocates are commonly 
those of f^ood sense and humanity. 

*'Thc oilic:<n*s in the higher branches of the law dared 
no\v assert their olUcial authority, and reserve for their 
owa decision cases of 8up)>o9ed witchcraft which the fear 
of ii.iblio clamour had iniluc{!d them formerly to leave 
in tilt- hands of the inferior judges, operated upon by all 
the ])i'eiudi(!cs of the country and th(i populace, 

**Iu i7KM, the celebrated lawyer, Robert Dundas, of Ar- 
nistnn, thtn» King's advocate, -wrote a severe letter of cen- 
sure tc. th(! Slntrilf-depute of Caithness, in the hrst jilace, 
as havi^ig negh*et(;d to commimicate oflieially certain pre- 
cognitions which he ha<t led respecting some recent prac- 
tises of witchcraft in his county. The advocate reminded 
thisl(K"a^ judge, that the duty of inferior magistrates, in 
such cases, wiis to advise with the King*s Counsel, lirst, 
whethm- ttny should be made subject of a trial or not*, 
aiul, if so, be*;.>ve what court, and in what manner, it 
should lake placo. He also called the nmgistvattis' atten- 
tion to a n^ptn-l, that he, the Sherhf-drpute, intendc'd to 
judgt^ in the casi- hin..',t'lf: "a thing of too great ditlicul- 
ty to be tried without very (hdiberattJH^iilviyiVH"*' beyond 
the jurisdiction of an inferior court." The yiieriil-depute 
sends, witli iiis a[)ology, the 2Wt*cofrm^hn of the ailiiir, 
which is one of the most nonsensical in this nondeusical 
department ot the law. A certain carpenter, named 
William Montgomery, was so infested with cats, which, 
as his servant-maid reported, **s])okc among themselves/' 
that lie fell in rage upon a party of these animals which 
had asembled in his house at irregular hours, and betwixt 
his Higldand arms of knife, <lirk, and broadsword, and 
his professional weapon of an axe, he made such a disper- 
sion that they were quiet for the night. In consequence 
of his blows, two witclies were said to have died. TJie 
case of a third, named Nin-Gilbert, was still more re- 
markable. Her U^rhiiing l)roken, the injured limb wither- 
cd» pineil, and fmally fell olf ; on which the hag was inclosed 
in prison, wlna-e she also died : and the question which 
reuudued was, whctlun' any \)roccss shouhl be directed 
against p<'rsons winun, in htjr com))elle(l confession, she 
had, as usual, infornmd against. The Lord Advocate, as 
may bf^ supposeti, tpiashed all further procedure. 

** In I7ti(), an mducky boy, th(» third son of James, Lord 
Torphichcn, took it into his head, under instructions, it is 
said, iVom a knavish governor, to play the possessed and 
bewitched person, laying tin* cause of his distress on cer- 
tain old vvitch(!s in Oalder, minx to which village his 
father had his numslon. Tlu) women were imprisoned, 
and one or two of them died ; but the crown counsel would 
not proceed to trial. The noble family also began to see 
through the clujat. The boy was sent to sea, and thou^!2;h 
he is said at one tiuui to have betni disposed to try his fits 
while on board, when the discipline of the navy proved 
too severe for his cunning, in i)roecss of tiuui he became 
a good sailor, assisted gallantly in defence of the vessel 
again.qt the pirates of Angria, and finally was drowned in 
a storm. 

"In the year 1722, a Sherifl-depute of Sutherland, Cap- 
tain David lions, of Littlodean, took it upon him in ila- 
grant violation of the then established rules of jurisdic- 
tion, to pronounce the last sentence of death for witch- 
craft which was ever passed in Scotland. The victim wiis 
an insane old woman belonging to the paritsh of Loth, 
who had so little idea of her situation as to rejoice at the 
sight of the ixto which was destined to consume lier. Sho 
had a daughter lame both of hands and foct, a circum-* 



stance attributed to the wit<ih's having been used to trans- 
form her into a pony, and get her shod by the devil. . It 
docs not appear that any punishment was inflicted for this 
cruel abuse of the law on the person of a creature so 
helpless ; but the son of the lame daughter, he himself 
distinguished by the same misfortune, was living so lately 
as to receive the charity of the present Marchioness of 
Stafford, Countess of Sutherland in her own right^ -fo 
whom the poor of her extensive country are as well known 
as those of the higher order, - ' 

** Since this deplorable action, there hasbetm no judicial 
interference in Scotland on account of witchcraft," 

There is another procf>-if any were required, that the 
hihabitants of Carrickfergus had a community of manners 
and customs with their neighbours across the channel, in 
their deeming it necessary to restrain the too common and 
noisy nuisance of woman-scolding, as the following ex- 
tract from the town records, shows : — 

"* October, 1574, ordered and agreede by the hole 
Court, that all manner of Skolds which shal be openly 
detected of Skolding or evill wordes in manner of Skold- 
ing, and for the same shal be condemned before Mr. 
Maior and his brethren, shal be drawne at the sterne of a 
boate in the water from the ende of the Peare rounde a- 
bought the Qucenes majesties Castell in manner of duck- 
ing, and after when a cage shal be made the Party so 
condemned for a Skold shal be therein punished at tlie 
discretion of the Maior.' It appears that a, cage was go*- 
soon alter, and delinquents punished^Jj^ the ^XWJ?JdX^f? 
tictid ; and that regular lists were^i^ept of all scolds, aiu.! 
their names laid before the.^'gfand juries. The cage, or 
duekiuo- stuol, stood pvi the quay ; in a deed granted to 
John Davy's, Job; (Jth, 1071, is the following notice of 
it. ' C)ne smaAf j>lot of land or house stead, situated up- 
on the Key, on the north-east, adjoining to the Duckings 
i'toolf on said Key, now standing.' '" R, Y. 



THE NIGHT SINGER. 

TO THU BDITOR OF Tl[E DUQLIM I'ENNY JOUftNAL, 

Sm — The complaint hjis now become so trite, that the 
natural history of Ireland has been carefully neglected 
both by English and Irishmen, — by the former, from igno- 
rance of our productions, and by the latter, from having, 
hitherto, unfortunately wasted their minds in baneful dis- 
putes on politics and religion, instead of refreshing them 
in the pursuit of knowledge — that I shall advert to that 
topic no furtlier than to express a hope that we have now 
better days at hand. Societies are springing up in our 
metropolis for the diffusion of various branches of natural 
science. Knowledge has at length taken its stand amongst 
us, and although at present apparently dwarfed in dimen- 
sions, I trust the mighty Power will soon, like the Indian 
deity, rear its form to gigantic magnitude, and asserting 
its empire, crush the demons of discord that have so long 
made us their prey. 

My object, however, in writing this letter is not to in- 
dite iine similes, but — if you can spare me a corner for 
the purpose — to put a question, through the medium of 
your Journal, which I have often asked before, but to which 
I have never yet got a satisfactory answer : — Has the night- 
ingale ever visited Ireland ? Goldsmith, to be sure, replies 
in the negative j but then we know that Goldsmith's book, 
although we have all read it with unmixed j)leasure in our 
younger days, is not, in every case, to be relied upon with 
perfect confidence ; and I have not happened to meet 
with any other naturalist that touches on the question. 

I am, at the same time, desirous to communicate a fact 
which I have no doubt will be interesting to many of your 
readers, and which, I ai)prehend, is not generally known : 
namely, that wc have in this country a Night Singer, 
which, as far as I am conversant in the music of birds, can 
be equalled by the nightingale only, if it be not itself the 
nightingale. 

I was informed, last summer, by some friends residing 
at Rath 15 AR, a well-known and beautiful out-let on the 
south side of this city, that they had, for many nights, 
heard the song of a bird, Mdiich they naturally enou«^h 
concluded to be a nightingale. To this I did not, at the 
time, attach much weight ; being rather inclined to the 



